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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

The last six months have seen some major developments taking place in the work of the Trust and there is 
much to report. Firstly you may have noticed our new logo for which we have to express our thanks to 
Founded, a creative communications agency based in London which gave its time free to work with DCT 
trustees and develop our new look. Whilst the day-to-day work of the Trust continues in Darjeeling, a 
special event - a second festival of music and dance – was held with huge enthusiasm from children and 
teachers in the schools which DCT supports. Finally, but not least, the opening of the first phase of the 
orphanage redevelopment took place in early November. I hope that you will enjoy reading about all these 
events and more. None would have been possible without your donations – so a big thank you once again 
– these successes are the successes of everyone who supports Darjeeling Children’s Trust. 
 

Warmest best wishes for a happy and peaceful year in 2015, 
Marilyn Adams, Chairperson 

 

A trip to the zoo 

 

Our arrival in Darjeeling coincided with the Divali festival and the schools were 
on holiday. Some of the orphanage children had returned to their home villages 
and the girls who remained behind had no reason to leave the orphanage 
building. A week in those circumstances with little opportunity for any fresh air 
can seem a long time! This seemed an ideal opportunity for an afternoon out 
and with Pema Bhante’s blessing we made arrangements for a trip to the zoo. 
 

The three of us: Janet Faire, a supporter of the Trust who came with us to 
Darjeeling, Trust Treasurer Robert Adams and myself arrived at the orphanage 
to find an air of excitement. There could be no hurrying so we sat and waited 
whilst there was much scurrying around, hair was brushed and shoes (some of 
them highly unsuitable for the walk!) were chosen. A trip out was so unusual 
that everyone wanted to look her best. 
 

Eventually all thirteen were ready. The snack boxes were distributed between            In front of the world famous  
eager helpers and we set off downhill for the 45 minute walk to the zoo.                     Mountaineering Institute 
It wasn’t long before shoes were being swapped to minimise painful feet but we all made it. The zoo kindly 
let us all in for locals’ rates and we had a hugely enjoyable afternoon looking at the mountaineering exhibits, 
catching sight of snow leopards and Himalayan Red Pandas, making friends with the zoo’s resident dog 
and of course eating our picnics.  
Despite the long walk uphill back to the town the girls declared they had had a wonderful time as had we! 

 

 
 
                                                                                            



Singing and Dancing in Darjeeling 
 
The first day of our visit to Darjeeling in October saw us accompanying Major 
Wangdi and his wife Nima to the Sunday afternoon rehearsal of some of the 
songs which were due to be sung by the sponsored children at the 
forthcoming music festival. In the following days we managed to see some of 
the dance rehearsals and then everyone gathered together the day before the 
big event itself for the final dress rehearsal which seemed to be happy chaos.             Sunday afternoon practice with Rajib.                                                                        

 
The dress rehearsal: a chance to chat with friends; making sure the programme flows well; boys from the orphanage; cheering on their school! 

Nothing had prepared us though for the event itself. The hall was packed with children, teachers and 
parents who had been welcomed by a small multi faith display at the door emphasising that all were 
welcome. There was a buzz of excitement and anticipation in the hall. 

 Some of the families wait for the start of the performance; the welcome at the door; making sure the makeup is right; lighting the lamp. 
 

Marilyn Adams lit the ceremonial lamp to start the performance which lasted the whole afternoon. It was a 
wonderful mix of traditional and modern dance and Indian and western songs. Past and present students 
who had been sponsored by DCT to undertake the hotel management course were there to pass round 
teas, orange squash and biscuits to the audience and distribute over 200 picnic boxes to the children, some 
of whom had travelled a couple of hours from home to take part. A vote of thanks to the organising 
committee was given by Trust Treasurer Robert Adams. The afternoon was rounded off in great style by 
trustee Hugh Heron dressed as Father Christmas aided by daughter Beth dressed as his elf, distributing 
sweets to the children to the sounds of “Jingle Bells.” 

 



Hotel Management students are flying 
high 
To date a total of 26 young people have been 
supported by the Trust to undertake the 
government approved hotel management 
course at Darjeeling’s Food & Craft Institute. 
All the students came from families who 
could not support them financially to do the 
course and when they were accepted by 
DCT, all had fairly low expectations with limited hopes for the future. It is heartening to meet up with some 
of the students when we are in Darjeeling and to hear news of others.  
 

Three of the young people (shown above) have returned to work in Darjeeling; Goma and Sumiti, two of our 
young female students now work in the Grand Fortune Hotel, one of the top heritage hotels in the town, and 
we also met Samir once again (above centre). He works 
at the Windamere Hotel which is frequented by many 
western visitors. Others work in hotels all over India 
whilst two of our more adventurous graduates, Ugesh 
(shown immediate right) and Phinzo, have flown off to the 
Middle East to work in hotels there. 
Six young people (five young men and one young 
woman) joined the FCI course in mid July 2014 and will 
remain at college until mid 2015 after which they will do 
their practical training in hotel placements arranged by their tutor. Three of the young men are shown 
above. 
 
Festivals in Darjeeling 
Two of the most important festivals of the year take place in the autumn. Dussehra, or Dasain, is first and is 
a time when families come together to celebrate the victory of Lord Rama over the ten headed demon king 
Ravana and the triumph of the Goddess Durga over the demon Mahishasur. Celebrations which cover a 10 
day period vary over India, but most include song and dance, often with open air performances which 
depict the story. Diwali follows 20 days later and is a five day festival of light. Both festivals symbolise the 
triumph of good over evil. In Darjeeling many of the traditional dances take place in Chowrasta, the town’s 
square. 

Above:  Dussehra celebrations, traditional dances in Chowrasta; Diwali lamps decorate the house; felicitating dogs on Kukur Tihar, dogs’ day 

 

One week in a luxury 5 bedroom apartment in Narbonne, southern France – bids invited. 
Proceeds go to the orphanage redevelopment 
fund. 
Kindly donated by: Ian Richards & Andrew Tilly 

A luxury apartment in the centre of Narbonne, a 
historic town in southern France, within easy reach of 
many beautiful beaches and about 45 minutes drive 
from Carcassonne, Beziers and Perpignan airports. 
The town has an excellent range of restaurants and 
bars to keep you suitably wined and dined, and is 
home to a renowned market and plethora of historic sites to keep you occupied during the day. The 
accommodation consists of five double bedrooms, four bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, sitting room, TV 
room and a large roof terrace with built-in barbecue. Please note that the apartment is on the third floor and 
there is no lift; it is also unsuitable for very small children. 



Supporting Soom Secondary School 
 

Soom Tea Estate lies over 600 metres below Darjeeling which sits 
above it on top of a ridge. The climate lower down is significantly 
warmer and the estate often misses the heavy thunderstorms 
which can hit the town above. It isn’t far as the crow flies but the 
road winds down steeply around hairpin bends and it is good to 
have a competent driver. The Trust has formerly given grants to 
Soom secondary school for glass in classroom windows, a new 
fence around an otherwise dangerous playground and a new toilet. 
An invitation has been extended to us to visit as there is another 
problem which needs to be remedied before next summer when 
the rains start – the roof to some of the classrooms is leaking.                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                     Group photo with some of the senior pupils        

Mould on the ceiling where the water comes through;   Major Wangdi addresses the school;      school sports gear;      some of the younger children 

We agreed with the staff the extent of the roof which needed repair and that the school would confirm the 
cost. This is a job which will need to be finished by the onset of the next monsoon rains in May. The school 
also showed us the school’s football kit which they had bought with the monies left over from the grant that 
DCT had made for the school fence. This allows the school team to participate in matches with other 
teams. Dancers from the school participated in the festival of song and dance. 
 

Maharani Primary School 
 

We also received an invitation to visit 
Maharani Primary School, a school new to 
the Trust and one with a new head teacher. 
She had formerly taught at Rupnaryan 
School which DCT has supported for some 
time. She knew that we might be able to 
help. Compared to the majority of primary 
schools a relatively large number of 
children attend Maharani. The children are 
confined to one large classroom as the rest 
of the building is in a dilapidated state but it does Rusted water tank                     With teachers at Maharani Primary School 
have a kitchen which provides a midday meal but this is in urgent need of a new water tank for water 
harvesting. This is a relatively small item of expenditure for DCT but one which will make a significant 
difference to the school. In addition the school will be added to the list of schools which benefit from 
donations of stationery twice a year and students from the school also took part in the music festival. 
 
Helping Students 

 

Although it is not normally DCT policy to help individual students, occasionally an 
exception is made. Last year we heard about three students, two girls and a boy, who 
attend Mahatma Ghandi School and who individually walk between two and two and a 
half hours to and from school every day. They are clearly desperate to acquire an 
education but when at school their families are too poor to provide them with lunch. 
DCT agreed to pay 100 rupees a day (about £1) for the three to be provided with 
lunch until they leave the school in autumn 2015. Dipesh (right) is one of the 
recipients. Together the three put in a group performance at the music festival, singing 
a traditional song. 
 



Opening Phase 1 at the orphanage 

 

Since first meeting Pema Bhante and visiting the 
boys’ orphanage we had grown accustomed to 
seeing dark dank bedrooms with the bunk beds so 
tightly packed together side by side that the boys 
had to climb into bed from one end, and where the 
floors, walls and ceilings were cracked and literally 
falling apart. November 4th 2014 saw an end to all 
that for 60 boys with the opening of Phase 1 of the 
orphanage  redevelopment.                                                      
                                                                   Pema  Bhante performing the opening ceremony 

It felt that we had come a long way in the 5 years since we first heard of Pema 
Bhante’s vision, that of providing safe and secure accommodation for the 100 
children and young people living in the Kripasaran Boys’ and Girls’ orphanages. 
Achieving it seemed like an impossible hill to climb – but we had perhaps under-
estimated how much can be achieved by people working together. This desire to 

help the children brought together 
a project team of individuals from 
Darjeeling, Delhi and the UK and 
supporters around the world with 
a common purpose, that of    
fulfilling the vision.  
 

It was a wonderful event. The 
boys were so excited that they 
told us they were unable to sleep 
and together they had worked 
with basic tools to clear an area of        The old cramped dark dormitories and the new airy rooms with space for study and storage  
uneven ground for the ceremony. It was a lovely sunny morning, the rows of chairs were in place, garlands 
of marigolds adorned the building and photos of how the building had been achieved had been put on 
display boards. The building itself, painted a beautiful deep yellow ochre which is symbolic of non-violence 
and peace, glowed in the light. 
 
But we are aware that there 

is work still to do. The 

vision has not yet been 

achieved and we are now 

turning our attention to 

providing the same 

standard of accommodation 

for the girls. At present 55 

girls occupy space meant 

for only 40. They share beds,                    Bathroom and dormitory in the girls’ orphanage with little headroom                                                           

they sleep in dormitories where there is no headroom and where beds must be unrolled and laid on the 

floor before they can sleep. They have no play space and they wash vegetables and their clothes in the 

only open space which is also shared by huge water tanks, an area about the size of a car park space. 

Another steep hill to climb, but with your help we will get there! 



Our sponsored children 

 

The autumn is the main exam season in Darjeeling before schools close for the long winter holiday. The 
older children are making choices about subjects to study and what they want to do in the future and all 
seem to have grown significantly over the past year.  
 

For some of our sponsored children this has been a mixed year and for a few, family situations have made 
life difficult and this has had an impact upon their school work. One family where both brothers are 
sponsored has experienced a breakdown in parental relations and the older brother has had to assume the 
mantle of head of household, a difficult situation for a young person of 16. Another of our young sponsored 
boys has had to cope with his mother’s departure to find work in Gangtok and a father who is out much of 
the time trying to earn a living, again a difficult situation for a boy of ten who has no-one to provide care and 
guidance. In both cases school work has suffered whilst the boys find their feet in their new situations. DCT 
will continue to support both these young people through this process. 
 

Nevertheless these are exceptions and most children continue to thrive. One boy who is now mid teens 
seems to have found a new purpose and determination. His mother is illiterate and with no father at home 
to provide guidance he had always found it easy to miss school or not to work despite being very bright 
academically. The Trust continued to support him through all this and at last he has grown into his 
sponsorship. With an ambition to become a mechanical engineer he is now making the most of what school 
has to offer. 
 
Some of our sponsored children 

I would also like to share with you a description that one of our sponsored children wrote about his 
relationship with his brother. I have copied it below with all its textual idiosyncrasies  –  
 

“The most exceptional or the most beautiful relationship of this world is that of the younger (older?) brother 
to small brother. In this world some people doesn’t have the pleasure to enjoy this relationship. My brother 
studies at Camellia School. He is just nine with a short height. I believe that being a brother I have to guide 
him (in) any situation of any life. When he was small I would have to look after him and I used to enjoy a lot 
playing with him and feeding him. So as (he) grows (and) development takes place between Language, 
Intellectual, Physical, Social and Emotional but in that also he does not know what is wrong and right so I 
have to guide him in every activities. He is the nicer brother and I love him so much and he loves me too.” 
 
He also has something to say about Chowrasta, the town’s 
main square, shown right. – 

 

“The Queen of Hills Darjeeling is known for the multiple 
famous places and for things such as a Toy Train, Tea, 
Tenzing-Rock etc but in those all we can get the famous and 
one of the most popular place of Dorjee-ling is known as 
Chowrasta. It is located above the main town. It has been 
said that because of the four path (that meet here) the place 
is named as Chowrasta because Chow means four and 
Rasta means path. It is the place where Tourist and local 
people love to sit and enjoyed the whether with the beautiful 
views of Himalayan Hills. They feel pleasure seeing the small children playing and enjoying in the very big 
space of Chowrasta with the features like Horses, balloons. Little above we can fnd Mahakal Mandir (a 
temple)with the idols of Gods and Goddesses. There are many monkey in the temple roaming here and 
there and people give them bananas to eat” 
 



Fund raising news – thank you to everyone from the children of Darjeeling 

The last six months have seen some mighty fund raising efforts by DCT supporters. Our thanks go to them 
all for the wonderful effort that they have made and for the funds which they have raised. We have also had 
many individual donations which have made a significant contribution to the funds available to the Trust to 
enable it to carry on the work described here and especially to the orphanage construction. 
 

The Penny Jar 

A penny jar is a wonderful way to raise money as has 
been shown by Stuart and Linda Fieldhouse who this 
year collected £346 for the Trust beating last year’s total 
by £20! The simple act of putting loose change into the 
jar at the end of the day means that the total mounts up 
without major effort or impact upon your purse – would 
anyone else like to join in during 2015? A brilliant fund 
raising idea! 
 
Running the marathon 

Completing a marathon is a huge achievement – a target which Amy Scott set for herself in order to raise 
money for the Trust. After months of training, October 12th saw her lining up with hundreds of others at the 
start line of the Yorkshire Marathon ready for the off. She completed the course in a fantastic time of 4 
hours 29 minutes and raised about £1000, a wonderful achievement. Amy commented afterwards 
“‘Completing this great challenge, knowing that I was helping the Darjeeling Children was the best experience ever!’ 
 

 

Climbing Kilimajaro 
Located in Tanzania and with its three volcanic cones, Kilimanjaro stands at 5895m and is Africa’s highest 
mountain. It is a significant challenge to anyone thinking of climbing it. But that is the challenge that Vik 
Patel decided to undertake in September last year when he left his comfort zone, walked 100kms and 
“enjoyed” eight nights rough camping without the benefit of hot water, successfully climbing to the summit 
via the Shira Route. He raised the brilliant sum of £4,000 in the process. Congratulations to Vik on such an 
epic feat. 

A long way to go   On the summit   An icy dawn                        With his guide 
        

A marathon sized walk 
The countryside around Salisbury is a mixture of valleys, 
long slopes uphill and views over rolling countryside and 
to the spire of Salisbury Cathedral. On 10th August it 
provided the location for hundreds of runners and walkers 
to choose their distance and take part in the annual 5-4-3-
2-1 event where participants can choose their own 
distance. Robert Adams decided to walk the marathon 
course which he completed in a fantastic time of 8 hours 
34 minutes, raising £500, a great achievement. 



 
DCT Golf Day 
The 4th July marked the annual DCT Golf Tournament 
organised by trustee Hugh Heron when contestants vied 
with each other for the privilege of winning the Darjeeling 
Cup. More contestants than ever before participated, 
meeting at the Pontefract and District Golf Club where the  
event took place. 
A record £6000 was raised - a big thank you to Hugh      
and everyone who took part and supported the event.    
                                                                                               Team captains                           Hugh and two participants   
 
The Bricks and Mortar Ball 2014 
 
The second Bricks and Mortar Ball took 
place on November 22nd at the V&A 
Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green. The 
historic building was opened in 1872 and 
with its iron columns and high vaulted roof it 
was a fascinating venue for the event. 
Tables were laid out at one end and there 
was plenty of space for dancing, mingling or 
just sitting and chatting. 
 
The evening was an eclectic mix of east and west with a variety of music, some amazing Bollywood 
dancing when all were invited to participate, and a delicious variety of curries to eat and a free bar where 
the wine flowed freely. Thank you to all who came along and to all who made the event such a success 
when £34,000 was raised towards the orphanage project. Lots of thanks to everyone who helped and 
especially trustees Katie Williams and Polly Martin, supported by Hannah Moore, who organised the event. 
 
Photography by Aaron Leppard 

 


