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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

The last six months have been difficult ones for the people of Darjeeling. April saw the town shaken on a 
daily basis by the devastating earthquake which hit Nepal. Subsequently the monsoon, which began in late 
May, produced unusual weather patterns and even worse torrential downpours than usual. On 1st July the 
Darjeeling area was hit by a huge storm with strong winds, hail, thunder and rain - nine inches (23cms) fell 
during a six hour period. Electricity supplies failed and the many landslides killed about 40 people in the 
hills area. Thankfully everyone the Trust knows is safe and well but people have been shaken by the 
events and as the monsoon mists gradually clear during September, they are hoping for a winter of calm 
and stability. 
 

Meanwhile the work of the Trust has continued. The vocational training scheme has been extended, 
sponsored children have taken mid-year exams, requests have been received for help from schools and 
the Phase 2 plans for the orphanage have been finalised. Fund raising has continued, the web site 
redesigned and a new film about the work of the Trust has been added. The Trust is also delighted to 
announce a new partnership with the tea company, Positivitea, of which more later. 
 

I hope that you will enjoy catching up with all this news. None of this would be possible without the 
wonderful support which you provide, so a big thank you on behalf of the children and young people who 
you have helped. 

Warmest best wishes, 
Marilyn Adams, Chairperson 

A taste of Darjeeling 
 

In spring this year, professional film maker Thomas Laurance visited Darjeeling as part of his travels and 
volunteered to make a film about the Trust’s activities. With the help of DCT Trustee, Pasang Wangdi, 
filming took place over about five weeks during which time Tom visited schools, met FCI vocational 
students, teachers and sponsored children, and saw at first hand how the boys are enjoying living in their 
new dormitories at the orphanage. He also saw and filmed the difficult living conditions in the girls’ 
accommodation. The film is a wonderful tribute to the help which you as supporters of the Trust have given 
to the children and young people but it also highlights the need for the Trust to continue its work. I hope that 
you will find time to view the film, which lasts 20 minutes, or you can click on a 3 minute trailer. You can find 
it at www.darjeelingchildrenstrust.org.uk  As well as illustrating the Trust’s work, the film will give you a feel 
for the town, its steep hilly location and the setting for the lives which the children lead. 
 

These are some of the young people who appear in the film. 

 
You can see more of Thomas’s work at www.REDBLUEPICTURES.COM  

http://www.darjeelingchildrenstrust.org.uk/
http://www.redbluepictures.com/


Helping more young people have a future 
 

At the Food and Craft Institute 
 

The five students who began training at the Food and Craft Institute in July 
last year have now left college for their six month work placements. 
Travelling to a mixture of five and four star hotels in destinations as distant 
as Hyderabad, Cochin, Pune and Mysor it is quite an adventure - and a 
challenge - for these young people. Most haven’t been further away from 
home before than a couple of hours’ travel from Darjeeling.  
The group is pictured top right with their new cases before they go off to 
pack. 
 

Meanwhile the next group of five students, four young men and one young 
woman, began their course in June. Already well known to Major Wangdi, 
three UK trustees will also meet up with them all when we visit in October 
this year. Pictured right are the FCI buildings where training takes place. 
 

Nursing update 
 

Alka, the young woman being sponsored by the Trust to complete her 
paramedic training has also taken up a new challenge. Together with 
her sister Alisha, both of whom lived at the girls’ orphanage for many 
years, she has now left Darjeeling to study on a government nursing 
scheme at a hospital in Jalpaiguri about three hours’ travel from 
Darjeeling. Her sister will study on a similar course in Siliguri, a similar 
distance away from home. As they are now being sponsored by an 
Indian benefactor, this has left DCT free to take on two new nursing 
candidates. 
Alka and Alisha are shown together discussing their future with DCT 
Trustees Pasang Wangdi and Marilyn Adams in November last year. 
 
DCT is lucky to have the support of the Pontefract Rotary Club whose members have taken on the role of 
supporting two young women, Salomi Rongeng and Deetshika Daraily who are studying nursing at the 
Eden Hospital School in Darjeeling. Both are 20 years old and it would cause their families great hardship 
to find the monies to support them through the three year course. The hospital which was opened in 1882  
is located amongst the bustle of the lower market area. Its nursing course provides a government 
qualification which ensures that the young women will be able to get good jobs once they qualify. 
 

A new initiative – beautician training 
 

For many young 
women who leave 
school without the 
qualifications 
necessary to 
undertake formal 
study, job options 
are limited. The 
Trust has now 
initiated a scheme 
which will support 
three young women 
(Ranjana, Lakpa 
and Renan) through 
on-the-job training 
as beauticians. All three began their course at a salon in Darjeeling in June and are making good progress.  
 

The effectiveness of this initiative will be assessed once training is complete at the end of the year. It is 
hoped that the scheme will provide transferable skills with few start-up costs. If jobs aren’t immediately 
available each young person could work from home within their local community and generate income for 
themselves and their families. 



Catching up with the sponsored children 
 

The events of the last 6 months have taken their toll on children as well 
as the adults in the town. Mid-year exams were taken in summer with 
varying results, some managing to do very well but some children being 
distracted by the upsets they had experienced. At Camellia School, 
Major Wangdi called the parents together and gave them a pep talk, 
reinforcing the need for them to keep supporting their children, some of 
whom are shown here. 
 
There are many children who would benefit from sponsorship. One little 
girl, Muskan (shown right), was recommended by her school and in 
2014 she joined those sponsored through the Trust. Her father is a 
vegetable shop assistant and her mother a housewife and their family 
income totals about £30 a month. Muskan has two sisters and so with a 
family of five to house, feed and clothe there is no way that her parents 
could afford the fees and associated costs (such as uniform and shoes) 
of an English medium school in order to give her a better education. 
 

The Trust is always happy to receive enquiries from prospective 
sponsors and receives many requests from families in Darjeeling who 
are seeking sponsorship for their child. Children are known individually 
to Trustees and a close eye is kept on their progress. 
 
Monsoon rains 
 

Pasang, who is sponsored through the Trust is approaching the end of his school career. He enjoys writing 
and has described some of the effects of the monsoon. Here are some of his thoughts – 

 

“Of all the seasons in Darjeeling Hills, the rainy season is the most 
beautiful and beloved one…. In the summer season the earth gets hot, 
the pond, lake and stream become dry. There is scarcity of water in 
everywhere. The wind and dirt storm make life miserable. ..Then the rain 
begins. The dark and rolling clouds cover the whole Darjeeling Hills. A 
sense of pleasure fills the atmosphere. The children bathe in the shower 
of rain… the small children float paper boats in the drains or in the 
stream. They shout when their boat sinks or is carried away by the 
current of water…. Everything in nature after the rain bears a fresh 
look….House and street which are covered in dirt is washed out by the 
rain. Frog also begins to croak….The scarcity of water is solved by rain in 
Darjeeling Hills…. 
 

Every season has its own disadvantages and the rainy season is no 
exception. It creates many skin diseases in Darjeeling. There are 
darkness everywhere with fog and it causes accidents and house flies 
grows in large numbers…The excessive rain causes flood and 
landslide…Road, lanes and streets are covered with muddy water …. 
 

Thus the rainy season is not an unmixed blessing but its advantages is 
far greater. People do not mind the little inconvenience created by rainy 
season because beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Orphanage Update – Gearing up for Phase 2 
 
After the excitement of last November and the opening of the boys’ 
dormitories, thoughts have turned very rapidly to the next phase 
and the task of providing an equally healthy environment for the 
girls. The boys love the recreation and study space that they now 
have. 
 

The girls absolutely loved the new buildings as well and they were 
immensely pleased on behalf of the boys – but they too need to be 
able to enjoy fresh air and have enough beds so that each person 
has her own.  As always though, they continue to be very cheerful        Photos above & below by Thomas Laurance 

enjoying each other’s’ company. 
 

At last after long discussions the plans for Phase 2 have been 
finalised. Staff accommodation has been revised and space 
requirements reduced by increasing the numbers of staff sharing 
facilities; the number of washrooms and toilets for the girls have 
been increased and most importantly of all, a major redesign of the 
layout has taken place so that the girls’ dormitories now share the 
same views out over the valley as the boys’ accommodation. This 
has the important benefit of ensuring a far better flow of air through 
the rooms which will help clothes and bedding stay drier in the 
damp monsoon months. 
 

The detailed drawings are now being costed. Work will start on site in late September with the amount 
included in the first contract depending upon estimated costs and funds available. Following an initiative 
from the project engineer a new donor has come forward. He is a businessman from Calcutta with interests 
in Darjeeling and with his help the amount of funds lacking have been halved. DCT’s fund raising target 
now totals about £100,000. Extracts of the plans are shown below. 
 
The girls’ new dormitories are spread over 
2 floors with staff accommodation below. 
The complex will also provide new 
accommodation for Pema Bhante who 
runs the orphanages, a new kitchen and 
dining room and a new prayer room. 
Communal rooms and office space will 
have flexible use. 
 

The design has been carried out by the 
same architect, Radnakrishnan Raghavan 
of JRA Design, who undertook design of 
Phase 1. The design work has been 
undertaken on either a cost only or 
voluntary basis.  
 



Announcing a new partnership 
 
In June this year DCT was delighted to announce 
we have a new charity partner - Positivitea. The 
partnership was launched on June 11th at the 
Akasha Spa, Regent Street where DCT Trustees 
Polly Martin and Felicity Christensen were 
present. Ellie, founder and creative director of 
Positivitea has committed her company to 
donating a percentage of profits from each packet of tea sold and will also sponsor a child by paying its 
school fees for a year. 
 

During the evening Polly and Felicity gave a short talk about the work of the Trust, delicious tea was 
sampled, and there were healthy treats and a bit of massage and meditation thrown in! This is an amazing 
and exciting new adventure for the Trust and we are excited to be working with such a generous – and 
delicious – brand. 
 

Fund raising events  
 

Running a marathon in Lithuania 
 

In January this year Micah Thompson started 
training for a marathon without any idea which 
charity he would raise money for. Luckily for DCT he 
found our web site in April and not only did he decide 
to run a marathon but also to travel to Darjeeling in 
September to see the work of the Trust at first hand. 
Micah, shown far right crossing the finish line, 
describes his experience below - 
 

“I am happy to say I completed the marathon 14 Jun, 
in searing East European heat, which was far from easy! It was a great atmosphere, though. The race 
began in the old town square in Kaunas - very beautiful and energetic space, adorned with all sorts of 
festival stalls, music stages and of course, the hybrid dance/boxing instructor taking us all through a 
prerace warm-up with euro pop blasting out the speakers. A military firing of the canon commenced the run 
and we were off. 42km I was back across the finishing line, ecstatic to have raised the money for DCT, and 
very much looking forward to a ‘Hesburger’ (Lithuanian equivalent of a McDonald's).” 
 

A great day out at the Darjeeling Cup Event 
 

10th July saw a host of talented golfers gathering to participate in the 2015 Darjeeling Cup in the sweltering 
heat at Pontefract Golf Course. There were many repeat players from previous years as well as quite a few 
new players. Many congratulations to winner John Bagshaw who retained the Cup as well as winning his 
own Scottish Quaich (a traditional drinking cup of friendship) as well as a Bottle of Ancnoc Malt from 
Knockddu Highland Distillery and a Four Ball at the famous Lindrick Club 
 
Congratulations as well to all the other winners and a huge thank you to the many of you who gave help, 
contributed prizes or made special donations; and especially to all the players for making the event a big 
success. £5000 was raised and will make a big difference to ensuring that children and young people in 
Darjeeling continue to be supported over the forthcoming year.   
  


