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Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 

Warm greetings from Darjeeling Children’s Trust! Amongst other events, the last six months have seen the start of 
the school year in Darjeeling which runs from the beginning of March until late December; important exams have 
been taken and passed by sponsored students; vocational training students are making their way in the world and 
travelling to distant places in India; and great progress has been made towards the completion of the next big 
milestone in the Kripasaran Children’s Home rebuilding project. It is a huge pleasure to be able to share these stories 
with you. 
 

It is your support that has made all these things possible, you are changing lives and helping ensure that so many 
young people in Darjeeling are looking forward to a bright future where they can fulfil their potential and escape 
what would otherwise have been hard lives. As always, we are conscious of the need for effective use of resources 
and as I write this, work is progressing to prepare DCT’s accounts for the external auditor and for submission to the 
UK Charity Commission. I have summarised below how your money has been spent over the past financial year. 
 

None of the stories and achievements of the children and young people would be possible without you. A big thank 
you to you all for your continued support. 

 

Warmest best wishes, 
Marilyn Adams, Chairperson, Darjeeling Children’s Trust 

 
 

How your money has been spent in Darjeeling - low overheads but big impact 

In 2018, DCT spent £88,219 in 
supporting projects in Darjeeling. 
We are proud to report that since 
we operate on a voluntary basis 
without paid UK staff and without 
office premises, almost 98% of this 
spending has been on the children 
and young people of Darjeeling. 
Our running costs are low 
compared to many other charities.  
 

However, I hope that you will agree 
from the stories told here that in 
addition to having low running 
costs we also have a BIG impact in 
improving children’s lives! 
 

The support for the rebuilding of 
the Kripasaran Children’s Home is slowly achieving its goals and the young people there continue to receive other 
help in terms of healthcare and advice, all of which add to and improve their quality of life.  Whilst DCT continues to 
respond to requests from schools, there is now less demand for small scale school improvements although as you 
will see below, the generosity of a major donor has helped improve the school environment at Mahatma Gandhi 
School. The music and literacy programmes continue to help the children in both their academic and emotional 
development and are valued by the schools and the students. 
 
 



Huge Congratulations to six of DCT’s sponsored children! 

 
Six of DCT’s sponsored students took important exams in the 
spring and they deserve huge congratulations for all their 
hard work as they all passed!  
 

Four of our students, Anamika, Reya, Rohan and Chidden 
passed their Class 12 exams which means that they have now 
put their school years behind them and are looking forward 
to the next stage in their lives. It is a time for some difficult 
decisions. DCT is keen to ensure that the education that they 
have had is put to good use and that they choose the next step carefully, either to move 
directly to a job, a vocational training course or to a college course which will lead to a 
job. As in many other countries there are millions of young people leaving school and 
college with an academic qualification but without the prospect of employment and DCT 
is concerned that our students receive good advice about how to move into the jobs’ 
market.  
 

A further two of our students, Sahil and Nayan, passed their Class 10 exams and they have 
moved on to  new schools for the last two years of their school careers. We wish them all 
well for their futures and will let you know how they get on. 
 
Meanwhile one of our older students, Prayash decided to leave school and has now got a job as a water linesman in 
Darjeeling. He will be involved in the construction, repair and maintenance of the water supply system. We wish him 
good luck in his chosen career.  
 
A major improvement at Mahatma Gandhi School 
 

Thanks to a major donation from a DCT supporter the children at 
Mahatma Gandhi School are now able to play in safety. Whilst DCT 
had ensured the children’s initial safety by supporting the 
construction of the playground’s boundary fence, its surface 
remained pitted and uneven, a danger to the unwary.  
 

Improvement work began in early May and partly coincided with 
an unexpected period of early rain and mist, the precursor to the 
monsoon, so construction was not always easy. All the hard work 
paid off however and ball games and badminton are no longer disrupted by a bad bounce or a painful fall. 
 

 



Beautician training continues to help young people find a career 
 

  Some young people don’t have the aptitude or 
interest to complete Class 12 at school and their 
options are even more restricted than those open to 
students who have completed their schooling. This 
applies particularly to young women. DCT has been 
supporting two or three young women without 
educational qualifications each year for the past four 
years to undertake training as hairdressers and 
beauticians.  
 

The course lasts for six months and is a combination 
of theory and practice – some of it clearly being on 
more inanimate clients before they have fully 

developed their skills! It provides them with the means to earn an income either by working in a salon or by working 
from home.  
 
All three students this year did well and Sangita 
and Monali are shown here (far right) receiving 
their certificates. With the recommendation 
and help of the salon owner where she trained, 
Monali has now left Darjeeling to work in a 
large salon in Orissa, many miles from 
Darjeeling. It is an exciting time for a young 
woman who was living at the Kripasaran 
Children’s Home only two years ago and who felt her future was bleak having failed some crucial exams. She now 
has a bright future to look forward to. 
 

A catch up with FCI hotel management students past and present 
 

Four of our five hotel management students who 
began their college course in summer 2018 are now 
experiencing other distant parts of India. The four 
young men left Darjeeling a couple of months ago for 
hotels hundreds, and in some cases, more than a 
thousand miles from home. It is a big adventure for 
young people who have previously only travelled a 
short distance from Darjeeling. Our fifth student is 
travelling to her work placement in July. 
 

Looking smart in their uniforms at the end of their course they visited DCT 
trustee Pasang Wangdi, and then visited again to receive the travel bags that 
DCT provides for them on their travels. 
 

It is always good to hear news of students who were sponsored by DCT through their hotel 
management training in previous years and who, since then, have made successful careers. 
Samir was one of the first students to start the course in 2010 and he has recently been back for 
a visit to his family. Samir initial job was in a large heritage hotel in Darjeeling but for some years 
he has been working in the airport lounge of a major airline in Dubai earning a very good salary.  
He has recently applied to join the crew of an Italian sea liner which will take him farther on his 

travels around the world. Several other students who were supported by DCT to study at the FCI have also chosen to 
travel to the Middle East and work in countries such as UAE, Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

 

Nandu also began his course in 2010 and qualified as a chef. In contrast to others he has chosen 
to stay in India throughout his career, working at high quality hotels. He has recently started a job 
at a Hilton Hotel in Maharashtra. 
It is a huge pleasure to see these young people developing successful careers and to know that 
DCT has been able to provide them with the opportunity to make something special of their lives.  



Good news on the horizon for the girls at the Kripasaran Children’s Home – they will soon be moving in but there 
is still more to do! 

 

This photo, taken by Nima Wangdi in the spring this year, clearly shows the rebuilding of the Kripasaran Children’s 
Home project. To the right are the bright yellow boys’ dormitories which opened in autumn 2014. To the left, the 
higher block under construction has some staff accommodation on the lower two floors whilst the top two will 
provide the new dormitories for the girls. Behind and further up the steep slope you can see the rubble remains of 
some of the old buildings and at the very top of the site, the red brick base and green corrugated cladding of the 
prayer hall. This too will eventually be demolished and replaced in the final phase of the project. 
 

The photo shows very clearly the challenging conditions that the architect and builders have had to deal with. 
Behind the prayer hall about 100 steps lead steeply up to the road, so without any vehicular access all the rubble has 
had to be carried out by porters who also carried in the new materials. Demolition of the old buildings was done 
manually and the only machinery on site has been a concrete mixer. The whole team must be congratulated for their 
achievement. 
 

The exciting news is that the 
end of building work on the 
new girls’ dormitories is in 
sight and the carpenter has 
now been commissioned to 
make the new beds, 
cupboards and desks for the 
girls. Their furniture will be 
similar to that of the boys 
which is shown here and 
which the girls tried out in 2014. This will take a while, but everything should be completed by the end of October. It 
will be a great opening ceremony! 
 

There is still much work to do to complete the project to ensure that the children’s lives are healthy and safe. 
Demolition of the remaining buildings on site will need to take place to allow construction to continue of a 
multipurpose hall which the children and young people will use as indoor recreation space as well as a dining area, a 
new kitchen (food is currently prepared in temporary accommodation), staff accommodation, landscaping of 
outdoor recreation space and a prayer hall. Much remains to be done but as always, we have confidence that with 
the help of our supporters the outstanding funding needed (£130,00) will be raised and the goal of a long-term safe 
home for 100 children will be achieved. 100 children will have a brighter future thanks to your help. 



Fund Raising News – and a big thank you from the children of Darjeeling 

 

The Ned Event 
“There was a lot of love in the room. It 
felt like an easy dinner party with old 
friends, I came away feeling that I had 
made some new friends,” were just some 
of the comments from our guests. 
Our April event, with huge thanks to the 
team at The Ned, took a new approach as 
we invited DCT friends old and new to 
our first networking and ideas generating 
evening session. 
 
As a small charity, run by a dedicated voluntary team, we are keen to explore new ideas, develop existing 
relationships and introduce new connections to DCT. We also wish to experiment in different ways to share the DCT 
message to a wider audience to support our fundraising activities. Our intention for this evening was to invite 
feedback from our guests to give us some different points of view and ideas. Hugh road tested a new presentation, 
members of the trust shared their personal stories of their involvement with Darjeeling. Our guests enjoyed a 
generous raffle, the Trust received some very generous donations and we ate some delicious food.  
 

We are aware that the consistent requests for charitable donations come from all sorts of places and it is difficult to 
stand out from the crowd. Our connections are important to us and we want to extend these as much as possible. 
After all we are all separated by just 7 degrees! If you would like to contribute your ideas and suggestions, share our 
stories on social media, introduce us to some of your connections who may be curious about our work or offer to 
support our future events, please feel free to contact us. 
 

A big thank you to a group of film makers 
 

This is the story of how a group of Yorkshire film makers are making a difference 
to rebuilding the Children’s Home in Darjeeling. It is a story of unlikely 
connections across thousands of miles and hundreds of years but is typical of the 
serendipity and enlightened thinking that has driven the project forward. 
 

One arm of the connection starts in Howarth in 2009 where a group of Bronte 
enthusiasts decided to invest in a film about the incredible lives and hardships 
faced – and overcome – by the three famous 19th century literary sisters. The 
other arm is at the Children’s Home in Darjeeling. Ten years ago, DCT adopted 
Pema Bhante’s vision to rehouse 100 children who were living in cramped, dark, 
damp and unhygienic conditions into a new light-filled home and give them a 
safe environment for living and learning. 2014 saw the boys move into their airy 
new accommodation. Now, it is the girls’ turn to leave their cramped and squalid quarters.  
 

Construction is going well but funds always seem to lag behind the monies which are needed. This is where the 
connection is made! World financial events meant that the Bronte project did not go ahead but the founding 
investors (shown here) are very generously redirecting the residual funds from their company to the Children’s 
Home project allowing the girls in Darjeeling to face and overcome their difficulties .....providing a ray of brightness 
from the hills of Yorkshire to the hills of Darjeeling. A huge thank you to Chris Hopton, Mary Cornish, Nick Wild, 
Barbara Ward, Hugh heron, and Jeff Horne.  
 



Wonderful support from the North Point Alumni 
 

Established in 1888 by the Jesuits, North Point School 
in Darjeeling is one of the oldest schools in India. It has 
had many famous alumni over the last 130 years and 
today, its proud former pupils keep up their 
friendships and association with the school through 
the Alumni Association which meets in different 
locations through the year. DCT trustees would like to 
thank them for the warm welcome which they gave to 
Sharan Patel, Sunita Halai and Clare Blakeway-Phillips 
when they attended the recent Alumni meeting in 
London, and a huge thank you to Tshering Huber for 
her enthusiastic support and to all the Alumni for the funds raised for the Kripasaran Children’s Home at that 
meeting. 
 

Celebrating a birthday! 

 

It is wonderful when connections are made across years and 

across continents. Our youngest supporter Jaidev Sumra 

celebrated his first birthday and instead of having a big party 

his grandmother decided to celebrate the wonderful occasion 

with children in Darjeeling.  All the boys and girls at the 

Kripasaran Children’s Home had a special meal on Jaidev’s 

birthday which they enjoyed very much. The children in 

Darjeeling send their best wishes for good health for our 

Jaidev.  One day he will thank them in person. 

Another fantastic day of golf and fund raising at the Darjeeling Cup event 

 

The end of June saw the 10th 
Anniversary of the Darjeeling Cup, 
an annual fund-raising golf event 
organised by DCT trustee, Hugh 
Heron, in Yorkshire. The Trust is 
lucky that we have a very loyal 
group of golfers who turn out to 
support the event every year plus 
some newcomers who are happy 
to support Darjeeling’s children. 
This year saw a great turnout with 
44 players playing in 11 teams on 
a brilliantly sunny day. Many congratulations to all the winners and commiserations to the losers – better luck next 
year! 
 

This year’s Darjeeling Cup event income will take total revenues to DCT over 10 years to above £40,000. This has 
made a major contribution to the Trust’s support for the rebuilding of the Kripasaran Children’s Home and is an 
amazing achievement. Thank you to everyone who has supported the event and to those who have taken part over 
the last ten years. 
 
 

And finally ….. a huge thank you to you all for your continuing 
support and for making a positive difference to the lives of children 
in Darjeeling. Together we can help them have a brighter future. 


